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PRESS RELEASE 

 

REFORMED KOKODA TRACK AUTHORITY ASSISTS COMMUNITIES 

The Kokoda Track Authority (KTA) has made strong progress in working with the people of 

the region to support them to lead better lives. “Working in partnership with other key 

agencies has been critical to our success to date” said the Acting CEO Mr. Julius Wargirai. “I 

cannot do this alone – I need to work with these other partners so that the KTA can make a 

positive difference to the communities along the Kokoda Track and throughout the 

protected area.” Mr Wargirai’s appointment has recently been approved by NEC, who have 

directed him to develop legislation to lock in the reforms of the KTA suggested by the two 

recent reviews. Apart from the legislation, the NEC also directed the KTA to develop a 

regional tourism development master plan that would look at other tourism business 

opportunities in addition to the popular Kokoda Track trekking, so that a greater number of 

people in the region will have a chance to develop other businesses. 

“In the meantime, I need to keep working closely with the communities to hear what they 

want and to see where the KTA can step in to help them” said Mr Wargirai. “I know there 

are many demands for assistance, but what I have heard loud and clear is that many parents 

are struggling to find the money to send their children to school. An investment in children 

is an investment in the future of our country” said Mr Wargirai. And so earlier this year he 

approached KTF to formally partner with KTA to deliver the Kokoda Track Scholarships 

Program. Together, the KTA/KTF partnership delivered a one-off scholarship program for the 

2019 academic year that supports the “Parent Contribution” project fees for primary 

students living in the catchment region of the Kokoda Track, and eases the burden for 

thousands of families throughout the region.  

The Head Teacher at Manari Primary School was very excited by the project and said  
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 “This is the first time for such funding to be given to our whole school. The parents and 

teachers are very happy and will help children to concentrate on their school work. The 

funds be used to purchase a chainsaw which will be used to mill timber and build a 

permanent house and support a volunteer teacher who is not been paid for some time.”  

 And the Head Teacher, Bodinumu Primary School said “We are so happy to be chosen as 

recipients of this program. We are off the track and most times our school is overlooked. 

The funds will go toward purchasing a much-needed mower as well as texts books for 

teachers and students to improve our teaching programs. We are so happy.”  

Many families currently struggle to meet the Parent project contribution fees which range 

from K100 to K350. ”Parents with multiple children at school especially struggle to meet 

these high costs” said the KTF CEO Dr Genevieve Nelson. “In addition to this, many schools 

themselves struggle to operate without the payment of these parent contribution fees; and 

they also requested support from KTA.”  

The scholarship program has now supported students throughout the region, with 

payments of the Parent Contribution fees made up to a maximum of K200 per student 

across twelve primary schools. In total, 1,846 primary children have been supported through 

this partnership, and all payments have now been made in full. 

“I am very thankful for the very professional and efficient work of the KTF” Mr Wargirai 

stated, because without their help I would not have been able to deliver these payments so 

quickly and effectively. The full amount of funds KTA transferred to the KTF were all 

distributed to support the parents of the region, and it is amazing to know that the KTF used 

none of this money for their own purposes” said Mr Wargirai. “That is the true spirit of 

partnership that we need in the Kokoda Initiative.” 
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